
UNR 
College Trip

N Y C P  N E W S L E T T E R

Thank you to the 33 students

who joined us for our first

college trip of the Native Youth

Community Project grant! 

Though, it was a cold and windy

day, it was great to see

everyone, build community and

learn more about the university

and it's resources for Native

students.
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As we grow our program, we look

forward to many more college and
career focused trips in and outside

of Nevada!



What is a Tribal Youth Advocacy Specialist?
Our TYAS are mentors for our students.  With the goal of meeting with

each student at least every other week, the goal is to building

relationships that help students navigate successfully from schoool. 

Each quarter, our TYAS set goals with students and check in on them

periodicially.  They will also support students in talking with teachers

and other staff with concerns.  Our TYAS are our students' advocates

on their campus and are happy to support students however they

need through those important relationships.  With our new NYCP

grant, our mentors will work with students for at least the next four

school years.

Set clear boundaries and routines
Listen and try not to judge 
Encourage positive social interactions and the

desire to explore

Did you know middle school brains are

growing as fast as a 0-3 year old?



Students aged 11-14 are undergoing the second

biggest period of brain development.  If you have

a middle schooler at home, this probably doesn't

surprise you.  Known as the "sensitive period" or

"window of opportunity," this time of growth is

when the brain is making connections linked to

social and emotional skills.  The brain is ready to

learn from social cues and explore.  Students in this

age group also have a great chance during this

time to develop resiliency, overcoming past

traumas with the right supports.  What can you do
at home to help students as they are developing at

this age:

research for this article from:
https://hechingerreport.org/middle-schools-moment-what-the-

science-tells-us-about-improving-the-middle-grades/

DFS Middle School, current 6th and 7th

graders: No coursework, fun trips and

community building.  
DFS High School, current 8th and 9th graders:

Get ahead earning high school credits while

building community.
DFS Dual Credit, current 10th and 

Dean's Future Scholars

The Native Youth Community Project grant was

awarded seats in the Dean's Future Scholars

programs dedicated to our Native students with

506 forms on file. We have seats available in the

following programs. Transportation will be

provided:
 

11th graders: Get ahead of your college
 career by earning college credit 
while building community.

NYCP will be partnering with DFS
to provide Elder led cultural 
activities within the program 
day.



Have questions about the program?
Have ideas to share?




Reach out to us



M o n i c a  D o w n a r d
T r i b a l  Y o u t h  A d v o c a c y  S p e c i a l i s t

C o l d  S p r i n g s ,  D e s e r t  S k i e s ,  S w o p e  a n d 

T r a n e r  M i d d l e  S c h o o l s

H u g ,  N o r t h  V a l l e y s ,  a n d  R e n o  H i g h 

S c h o o l s

m d o w n a r d @ w a s h o e s c h o o l s . n e t
7 7 5 - 4 7 6 - 8 6 2 3




H e a t h e r  E g t v e d t
T r i b a l  Y o u t h  A d v o c a c y  S p e c l i a s t

D e P o a l i ,  D i l w o r t h ,  I n c l i n e  M S , 

N o r t h s t a r ,  P i n e  a n d  S p a r k s  M i d d l e

S c h o o l s
D a m o n t e  R a n c h ,  I n c l i n e  H S , 


N o r t h s t a r ,  S p a r k s  a n d  R I S E  A c a d e m y 

H i g h  S c h o o l s

h e a t h e r . e g t v e d t @ w a s h o e s c h o o l s . n e t
7 7 5 - 5 0 2 - 8 0 4 1N a o m i  H a n c z r i k

T r i b a l  Y o u t h  A d v o c a c y  S p e c i a l i s t
S h a w  a n d  S k y  R a n c h  M i d d l e  S c h o o l s

S p a n i s h  S p r i n g s  H i g h  S c h o o l
n a o m i . h a n c z r i k @ w a s h o e s c h o o l s . n e t

7 7 5 - 5 0 2 - 9 6 0 2

L a u r e n  W i l s o n
T r i b a l  Y o u t h  A d v o c a c y  S p e c i a l i s t  
H e r z  a n d  M e n d i v e  M i d d l e  S c h o o l s

A A C T ,  G a l e n a ,  I n n o v a t i o n s ,  R e e d  a n d 

T M C C  H i g h  S c h o o l s

T u r n i n g  P o i n t  a n d  W a s h o e  I n s p i r e
l a u r e n . w i l s o n @ w a s h o e s c h o o l s . n e t

7 7 5 - 5 0 2 - 9 4 0 9




D l o n r a  ( D J )  P a s a o
T r i b a l  Y o u t h  A d v o c a c y  S p e c i a l i s t
B i l l i n g h u r s t ,  C l a y t o n  a n d  V a u g h n 


M i d d l e  S c h o o l s
M c Q u e e n  a n d  W o o s t e r  H i g h  S c h o o l s

d l o n r a . p a s a o @ w a s h o e s c h o o l s . n e t

F a w n  H u n t e r
N a t i v e  A m e r i c a n  C u l t u r e  a n d  E d u c a t i o n

f a w n . h u n t e r @ w a s h o e s c h o o l s . n e t
7 7 5 - 7 8 9 - 4 6 7 2



D e n i s e  M i l e s

N Y C P  C o o r d i n a t o r
d e n i s e . m i l e s @ w a s h o e s c h o o l s . n e t

7 7 5 - 4 5 3 - 0 3 9 1





We'll be at Natchez on April 8th,

come see us and pick up books for


students!


